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In a world of facts and figures, can an intellectual have faith? Is it possible to believe anything the
Bible says? Yes, and one man will show you how.Amidst scientists’ attempts to debunk
Christianity’s truths and atheists’ assuming the Bible is a how-to-be-virtuous self-help book,
bestselling author Dinesh D’Souza resolves to both answer the tough questions and challenge
believers as well as doubters to search for the ultimate truths about theories of origin. D’Souza
tackles subjects and events such as the Crusades and the Spanish Inquisition, the Big Bang
theory and Darwinism—everything you always pondered but never scrutinized, now placed
under the proverbial microscope and studied thoroughly.

From the Inside FlapIs Christianity obsolete? Can an intelligent, educated person really believe
the Bible? Or do the atheists have it right? Has Christianity been disproven by science,
debunked as a force for good, and discredited as a guide to morality?Bestselling author Dinesh
D'Souza (What's So Great About America) looks at Christianity with a questioning eye, but treats
atheists with equal skepticism. The result is a book that will challenge the assumptions of both
believers and doubters and affirm that there really is, indeed, something great about Christianity.
D'Souza reveals:*Why Christianity explains what modern science tells us about the universe and
our origins--that matter was created out of nothing, that light preceded the sun--better than
atheism does*How Christianity created the framework for modern science, so that Christianity
and science are not irreconcilable, but science and atheism might be*Why the alleged sins of
Christianity--the Crusades, the Inquisition, the Galileo affair ("an atheist's fable")--are vastly
overblown*Why atheist regimes are responsible for the greatest mass murders of history*Why
evolution does not threaten Christian belief, but actually supports the "argument from
design"*Why atheists fear the Big Bang theory and the "anthropic principle" of the universe,
which are keystones of modern astronomy and physics*How Christianity explains
consciousness and free will, which atheists have to deny*Why ultimately you can't have Western
civilization--and all we value from it--without the Christianity that gave it birth.Provocative,
enlightening, a twenty-first-century successor to C. S. Lewis' Mere Christianity, Dinesh D'Souza's
What's So Great About Christianity is the perfect book for the seeker, the skeptic, and the
believer who wants to defend his faith.About the AuthorDINESH D'SOUZA has had a prominent
career as a writer, scholar, public intellectual, and filmmaker. Born in India, D’Souza came to the
U.S. as an exchange student at the age of 17 and graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Dartmouth
College. The author of many bestselling books including America, The Big Lie, Death of a
Nation, and United States of Socialism, he is also the creator of three of the top ten highest-
grossing political documentaries ever made.
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Larry D. Paarmann, “Good Argument for the Greatness of Christianity!. In the confusing society
in which we live, where academic and intellectual circles are predominately committed to
materialism at the same time that a majority of the citizenry of the United States apparently
believe in God, how should Christianity be presented apologetically? Where the press, TV
media, movies, public schools and universities, simply assume Darwinian evolution and
materialistic origins for the universe, what arguments can be made? Where Darwinism, even
after 150 years of looking for objective evidence to support it and seemingly very little found so
far is nonetheless tenaciously held, what can one say? Where absurd theories of multiple
universes are seriously put forward by cosmologists as though it was science, where does one
begin? Yet, on the other hand, in a society where Christianity is so experientially based that
serious intellectual arguments can be thought suspicious by Christians themselves, what
approach should be taken by serious thinkers who wish to challenge society with Christianity?
Nevertheless, there are those who make the attempt. One such person is Dinesh D'Souza. Note
that the title of this book does not end with a question mark. It is a declaration. This book is
D'Souza's attempt to intellectually present Christianity as great and provide arguments as to why
it should be embraced. It is a perfect example of where someone who has made his mark as a
thinker and author in secular society has decided to use his God-given talents in the cause of
Christianity. The result is a book that is a main selection of the Conservative Book Club and is
also a New York Times bestseller. D'Souza is a former White House domestic policy analyst,
and is currently the Rishwain Research Scholar at the Hoover Institution at Stanford
University.The book is somewhat encyclopedic and covers a lot of ground. However, details may
be followed up by using his end-notes, which are, for the most part, nothing more than
references. The book has eight parts and twenty-six chapters.In Part I, D'Souza presents his
arguments that Christianity is growing and expanding rapidly worldwide while atheism is
declining. While atheists, thinking they have science on their side, assumed and predicted that
"science" would soon spell the demise of religion, were wrong on both counts: science is not on
their side and religion, especially Christianity, is rapidly expanding.In Part II, D'Souza argues that
Christianity is what has made the West free and prosperous. D'Souza writes that "Christianity is
the very root and foundation of Western civilization. . . . Christianity is responsible for many of the
values and institutions secular people cherish most." He also writes that "Nowhere has human
aspiration reached so high or more deeply touched the heart and spirit than in the works of
Christian art, architecture, literature, and music."In Part III, D'Souza writes that Christianity is
largely to be credited for the rise of science. He writes that "science as an organized, sustained
enterprise arose only once in human history. And where did it arise? In Europe, in the civilization
then called Christendom." "So where did Western man get this faith in a unified, ordered, and
accessible universe? How did we go from chaos to cosmos? My answer, in a word, is
Christianity."In Part IV, D'Souza argues that design is apparent in nature, and that that conviction



holds up to very thorough, detailed scientific enquiry. While it does not prove the existence of
God or the truth of Christianity, it is certainly consistent with it whereas atheism is not. D'Souza
writes that "Naturalism and materialism are not scientific conclusions; rather, they are scientific
premises. They are not discovered in nature but imposed upon nature. In short, they are articles
of faith."In Part V the argument is made that sense perception and even the powers of reason
have limitations. At least some philosophies and religions, and specifically Christianity, is open to
things beyond the physical. Those who are not open to anything beyond the empirical get caught
by their own principles. For example, Hume's principle of empirical verifiability is not, itself,
empirically verifiable.In Part VI, D'Souza argues that while it is true that great wrongs have been
done in the name of Christianity, this has been the exception rather than the rule and it is always
inconsistent with Christian teachings. He also points out that by far and away much greater
wrongs have been done in the name of atheism.In Part VII it is argued that man is inherently
moral and those who think otherwise are frequently referred to as psychopaths. The
philosophical study of the details of this phenomenon is frequently referred to as natural law.
D'Souza suggests that "people's objections to Christianity seem to derive mainly from their
resistance to Christian morality." He also suggests that "the existence of a universal, absolute
morality is also a powerful argument for the existence of God." Nevertheless, our acquired
concepts of morality can be very wrong, especially if guided by wrong philosophy or wrong
religious beliefs. Often, a significant philosophical difficulty that Christians address is the
problem of evil: reconciling an all-powerful, loving God with evil in the world. However, D'Souza
puts an interesting twist on it by writing that it is at least equally a difficulty for atheists: if there is
no God how can anything be evil? "Here we see the underlying horror of materialism: everything
becomes dark and meaningless."In Part VIII, D'Souza makes it personal and evangelical. He
makes a direct appeal to the reader to believe in Jesus Christ.While D'Souza does not cover
certain topics that could also be used as an apologetic for the Christian faith, such as the
historical accuracy of the Bible, the historicity of the resurrection, etc., what he does cover is
quite broad, and in my opinion is well presented.”

Stephanie, Orange County CA, “A Solid Apologetic with Minor Flaws. I recently picked up a copy
of What's So Great about Christianity (2007), by Dinesh D'Souza, and was pleasantly surprised
at what I found. Although D'Souza's background is primarily in domestic policy, he has
established himself as a significant apologist with the release of this recent book. In fact, What's
So Great about Christianity is one of the most eloquent, researched and forceful responses to
the recent barrage of anti-Christian books by Christopher Hitchens, Richard Dawkins, Daniel
Dennett, Sam Harris and the like. While there are a few points of which I would disagree with
D'Souza, his book is overwhelmingly an excellent and timely read.Even though these "new
atheists" are making waves in the public arena like never before, D'Souza is convinced that
atheism is on its way out. One of the most important developments of our time, according to
D'Souza, is the global revival of religion. One of the reasons some atheists are making so much



noise is because they are losing ground--hence, the renewed effort by atheists to explain away
religion as a byproduct of evolution. Harvard's Stephen Pinker, for example, has suggested that
evolution gave us a "God module" in the brain which predisposes people to believe in the
Almighty. It may serve no purpose, says Pinker, as it may have evolved as a byproduct of other
modules with evolutionary value. In simple terms, this means there is no evolutionary
explanation. D'Souza asks a pointed question: "If a `God module' produces belief in God, how
about a `Darwin module' that produces belief in evolution?" (15)D'Souza points out that many of
the "new atheists" are not content in merely expressing their ideas--they want to take your
children with them: "The atheist strategy can be described in this way: let the religious people
breed them, and we will educate them to despise their parents' beliefs" (31). Defenders of the
new atheism are quick to assert that they are not trying to inoculate kids, but merely stand up for
science. But D'Souza points out that the wide majority of students are scientifically illiterate in all
aspects of science. So, why isn't there a movement to teach photosynthesis, Boyle's law, or
Einstein's theories, as there is for evolution? To D'Souza, the answer is simple: "This is why we
have Darwinism but not Keplerism; we encounter Darwinists but no one describes himself as an
Einsteinian. Darwinism has become an ideology" (32).Much of What's So Great about
Christianity is an explanation of the positive aspects Christianity has brought to the world, and in
particular, Western culture. Despite incessant claims in the media that religion is harmful,
D'Souza powerfully defends the overwhelmingly positive legacy Christianity has had on the
world. Consider a few points he brings out.1. Secular values are the products of Christianity,
even if they have been severed from their original source. The separation of the realms of church
and state has always been central to Christianity. In Matthew 22:21 Jesus said, "Render unto
Caesar that which is Caesar's, and to God that which is God's." This is not the result of the
Enlightenment.2. Christianity made family life far more important than it ever was in the past.3.
Christianity shifted the focus from the rich and powerful to the common man.4. Christendom
developed a new notion of romantic love.5. Christianity introduced consent as the prerequisite
for marriage.6. Christianity introduced a new model of influence: servant leadership.7.
Christianity brought a powerful emphasis on compassion.8. Christians built the first hospitals.9.
The modern concept of freedom has been inherited from Christianity.10. Christians were the first
group in history to begin an anti-slavery movement.11. Finally, Christianity brought true equality
for all human beings, because of the doctrine of being made in the image of God. This laid the
basis for all modern doctrines of human rights.Christianity and Science One of the reasons the
"new atheists" are so confident is because they believe science is on their side. But with
tremendous recent advances in our knowledge of the complexity and diversity of life, nothing
could be further from the truth. It is also ironic that modern science is an invention of medieval
Christianity. The greatest breakthroughs in scientific history have largely been at the hands of
Christians. Atheistic scientists work under Christian assumptions (namely, that we live in a
rational universe that operates according to laws which are understandable to the human mind),
even if they deny them. D'Souza asks, "So where did Western man get this faith in a unified,



ordered, and accessible universe? How did we go from chaos to cosmos? My answer, in a word,
is Christianity" (93). Some of the leading scientists have been Christians: Copernicus, Kepler,
Newton, Boyle, Galileo, Pascal, Mendel, Pasteur, and more. In the middle chapters of the book,
D'Souza makes a powerful case for design in the universe. He points to the beginning of the
universe as compelling evidence for a creator: "In stunning confirmation of the book of Genesis,
modern scientists have discovered that the universe was created in a primordial explosion of
energy and light" (116). Even Einstein tried to avoid this conclusion because he knew that a
beginning of the universe strongly implied a beginner. Amazingly, the Bible stands alone as the
only ancient document positing an absolute beginning. What the Bible has held to be true for a
few millennia now has powerful scientific support. D'Souza also points to the failure of naturalism
to account for the fine-tuning of the universe as well as the origin of life. In fact, says D'Souza,
these are problems for which naturalistic scientists are not even remotely close to solving. All
explanations, such as the multiverse, are plagued with problems. Even biologist Franklin Harold
admitted that the origin of life is one of the "unsolved mysteries of life" (147). The reason many
atheists reject design in the universe is not for lack of evidence, but because of their pre-
commitment to naturalism. Steven Pinker puts his cards on the table: "Because there are no
alternatives, we would almost have to accept natural selection as the explanation of life on this
planet even if there were no evidence for it" (160).Responding to Common Criticisms against
Christianity Prominent atheists commonly object that Christianity has caused incredible
bloodshed in the world. D'Souza makes a few key points in response. First, the crimes
committed by religious fanatics pale in comparison to those committed by atheistic fanatics. In
the 20th century alone, atheistic regimes were responsible for over 100 million deaths. Even if
we compensate for higher population levels, the violence caused by Christian rulers over a 500
year period amounts to only 1 percent of the deaths caused by Stalin, Hitler, and Mao in just a
few decades. Furthermore, atheism is intrinsic rather than incidental to their ideology. Some
people have done some horrible things in the name of Christ, but clearly these actions go
against his teachings. In other words, they were acting in spite of their convictions, whereas it
can be argued that atheistic regimes, says D'Souza, acted consistently with their beliefs.Point of
Disagreement One key point of which I disagree with D'Souza is his take on faith. He sees
beliefs such as life after death and the existence of heaven as mere acts of faith, impossible to
verify. Rather than being knowledge claims, he sees them as faith claims. In his view, faith takes
over when knowledge ends. Thus, he defines faith as, "a statement of trust in what we do not
know for sure" (195). While I agree that faith does not necessarily mean certainty, the Christian
tradition is one of knowledge. Faith should more properly be understood as being built on
knowledge. The disciples had faith in the God of the Bible, and they also believed that they could
know it to be true. As J.P. Moreland points out in his recent book The Kingdom Triangle, the word
"knowledge" appears far more often in the Bible than "faith." In fact, one in every four verses in
the book of 1 John has the word, "know." There actually can be evidence for life after death,
despite D'Souza's claim that it is merely faith. In Beyond Death, Gary Habermas and J.P.



Moreland trace how there is scientific evidence for the continued existence of consciousness
after physical death. And there can be evidence for heaven as well. Before his death, Jesus said
that he was going to prepare a place for his followers in heaven (John 14:2-3). Any evidence,
therefore, for the resurrection of Jesus counts in favor of the reality of heaven. These are minor
points of disagreement, though. D'Souza is to be commended for a first-rate defense of the
Christian faith. I highly recommend his book. And I hope this is the first of many to come.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Recommended book to read.. Haven't read it yet but was
recommended.”

JML, “Good read for believers and Agnostics alike.. D'Souza goes to great lengths to detail how
Christianity has influenced Western Culture for the better. Reading this book you will be
surprised as I was at how deep and how far back that influence goes. You come away from this
book realizing that the West would be far poorer thought-wise and far less scientifically inclined
had it not been for Christian thought influence.”

Patrick Howley, “This is the best book I have read this year. This is the best book I have read this
year. It is particularly important when a Best Seller Writer can go to bat for Christianity when so
many people believe it is agnosticism and Atheism become popular among those who bask in
thinking that such matters make them look "Cool" Dinesh does not need my saying that his work
is well researched and accurately argued; the reader can see this for himself..Neither does he
need me to sayu that his style is pleasing, the reader will see this herself”

Dr. Merika, “I enjoy his clear thinking and writing. This is the second book of D"Souza's which I
have read. I enjoy his clear thinking and writing, and his formidable style of debating. He takes
on his opponents with passion, and is very convincing in his argumentation. I appreciate the
appeal to logic and reason.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 1,013 people have provided feedback.
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